
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 12, 2016                       

 

The Regular City Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Couture in the Council 

Chambers at City Hall at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Roll Call: 

Present:   Riddle, Couture, Kwiatkowski and Temple 

Absent:    King, Lavender and Bronson 

 

Councilwoman Kwiatkowski moved to excuse Councilmen King and Lavender and Mayor 

Bronson; supported by Councilman Temple.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Councilwoman Riddle led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Approval of Agenda, and Receive and File all Communications: 

City Manager Eustice informed the Council that Agenda Item 6A, under Communications and 

Petitions, the 2014/2015 Audit Presentation, will not be presented tonight.  It will be rescheduled 

to the January 26, 2016 City Council Meeting.   

 

Councilwoman Riddle moved to approve the Agenda and receive and file all communications; 

supported by Councilwoman Kwiatkowski.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: 

▪    Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – December 22, 2015. 

Councilman Temple moved to approve the Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of December 

22, 2015 as presented; supported by Councilwoman Riddle.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Communications and Petitions: 

▪   Presentation by Mr. Jon Hall, Forestry Department, Consumers Energy – re: Tree 

Trimming – City Manager Eustice stated there certainly have been a lot of questions about 

Consumers Energy’s tree trimming project throughout the County, so they thought it would be a 

good idea to come to a City Council meeting and explain their operation and what they intend to 

do here, and try to answer any questions that the Council or public may have. 

 

Mr. Jon Hall thanked the Council and introduced himself, along with Heather Butler, the local 

forester who will be managing the project, and Tim Petrosky, a local area manager.  He provided 

Council with general information on Consumers Energy followed by the work they will be doing 

and what we can expect.  Consumers Energy is a Michigan based company.  They committed 250 

million new dollars on Michigan suppliers in 2014 on a five-year program.  This money was gone 

in 6 months so they kept bumping it up to one billion dollars and in July 2015 they hit that mark.  

They are now committed to spending five billion new dollars over the next five years, or fifteen 

billion new dollars over the next ten years on infrastructure projects such as better reliability, 

renewable energy, environmental quality and energy efficiency.  Mr. Hall went on to state they 

invested 750 million dollars for smart meter deployment throughout the State, and are ahead of 

schedule on that.  He stated the smart meters do not look inside a home or cause cancer.  What it 

will do over time is enable the customer to manage the energy use within their homes and 
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businesses much more effectively.  Finally, Consumers will be spending two-hundred sixty-five 

million dollars on a new wind park.  They have also donated eight million dollars to non-profit 

organizations, with employees donating over 155,000 hours of their personal time volunteering in 

the communities.  Michigan non-profits received more than 36 million dollars in the last five 

years from Consumers Energy.  Last year they were awarded the William Booth Award from the 

Salvation Army for their PeopleCare Program.  Customers can send in a few dollars to 

Consumers Energy with their payment and that money goes to the Salvation Army to help people 

stay warm during the winter.  They are responsible for delivering reliable electricity to 1.8 million 

Lower Peninsula customers in the State, while having over 60,000 miles of overhead lines to 

maintain.  Mr. Hall went on to explain that many factors influence their delivery to do that safely 

and reliably, i.e. weather, exposure of equipment and trees. 

 

Mr. Hall explained that Consumers Energy has 2,000 circuits across the State.  With regard to 

their commitment to reducing tree-related outages and the upcoming tree trimming/removal they 

do the following:  first send out postcards stating the planner is coming; second they like to speak 

with the property owner; and third they leave door cards with a contact telephone number.  Before 

work is begun another letter is sent to the entire circuit with a brochure.  He went on to state that 

field work is completed by line clearance qualified contractors, under the supervision of 

Consumer Energy Foresters; all work is inspected by Consumers Energy Foresters when 

complete; and all Foresters are certified in the International Society of Arboriculture.  Mr. Hall 

then explained that their distribution lines range from 4,800 volts to 46,000 volts and the 

clearances vary based on the voltage of the line, construction style and species and location of the 

tree.  He further explained that the line clearing priorities that includes achieve minimum 

clearance, promotion of future growth away from lines and to minimize risk to the trees’ health.  

To promote future growth away from lines they do what is called a directional prune.  Every tree 

that they look at, and they average about 100 per mile when doing the circuit work, they evaluate 

individually as to what needs to be done with it.  The line clearing considerations are: species of 

tree (growth characteristics and growth rate); health of tree; location in relation to line; line 

configuration and voltage; and future maintenance requirements.  He then reviewed photographs 

of a tree planted by a property owner that interfered with a line and the line burning a hole in the 

tree, with the end result being the tree being removed.   

 

Mr. Hall then reviewed the markings on trees with blue paint.  He noted an “X” means the tree is 

to removed; an “O” means the tree is to be pruned; and a “/” means small trees or brush are to be 

removed.  Also, a planner will visit with a property owner if they wish to discuss the trimming or 

removal plans.  Mr. Hall also explained line clearing examples of deciduous trees and evergreens.   

 

Mr. Hall reviewed the minimum clearance requirements, noting the voltage of secondary and 

primary lines and the related minimum clearance.  He noted the distribution secondary wire is the 

only coated wire on their system and requires 1 to 2 feet and services the home or business.  The 

distribution primary wire ranges from 4,800 to 14,400 volts (going down the street on the pole 

tops) need at least 10 feet of clearance.  In undeveloped or unmaintained areas 15 feet is needed 

on both sides of the pole line.  Mr. Hall noted another thing they are doing as part of this year’s 

program is working outside of their right-of-way by up to 20 feet either way.  If they see a tree 

that is dead, dying, diseased or broken that could possibly fall into their lines from outside of their 

right-of-way they will contact that property owner stating they would like to take that tree down 
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because it is a danger and 99 times out of 100 the property owner says sure; thus they are 

addressing what they call danger trees. 

 

Mr. Hall then reviewed their clean-up practices as follows: (1) In a maintained (mowed 

area/lawn) are they will chip all the brush and haul it away and will cut the wood into manageable 

pieces and pile it right there by the tree.  Sometimes this can be a concern with a senior citizen or 

someone incapable of moving the wood; Consumers does not haul wood but know a lot of people 

that do.  He noted there should be no problem getting rid of the wood. (2) In the unmaintained 

areas all the debris will be piled to the side of the right-of-way, which will eventually deteriorate 

and be a habitat for animals.  (3) After storms before a line is put back up the tree will have to be 

removed.  There are three things they will not do leave: wood on a driveway, sidewalk or street.  

Other than that, wood debris from storm restoration is the property owner’s responsibility just like 

any other storm damage.  Mr. Hall explained that mechanical clearing will not be done, such as 

side trimmers and hydro ax mowers.   

 

He asked that property owners not plant tall growing trees near overhead lines (Right Tree, Right 

Place), giving examples of wrong planting.  He asked that the City confidently refer property 

owners with questions, etc. to Consumers Energy.  There is also more information and a video at 

www.ConsumersEnergy.com/forestry and www.arborday.org.   Mr. Hall then mentioned the Oak 

Wilt is just as damaging as the Emerald Ash Borer, explaining Consumers cautiousness when 

dealing with Oak Wilt disease so as not to spread it.  Councilwoman Riddle commented Indian 

River has a lot of Oak Wilt.   Ms. Heather Butler stated the Consumers project area in Cheboygan 

County will cover about 50 miles.  Mr. Hall noted the brochures and information he brought to 

this meeting.  He then asked for questions. 

 

Councilwoman Riddle asked what a safe difference is for planting a tree next to a pole, because 

too much brush under a pole makes it difficult.  Mr. Hall stated they would like to have a safety 

circle of possibly 10 feet around it because sometimes there is equipment 8 to 9 feet wide that has 

to get to the pole.  Councilwoman Riddle then inquired on the smart meters, saying Mr. Hall 

mentioned that the homeowners have better control over their electric use, asking if this is 

explained on the new bill they will receive.  Mr. Hall referred her to the Consumers website and 

the section on the smart meter, noting that more and more information will be provided.  He 

stated the meters are designed now for future technology in home appliances and lighting, etc. 

 

Councilwoman Kwiatkowski asked in the more populated areas why there isn’t more of a 

campaign to bury the wire.  Mr. Hall replied their rates are designed for overhead services; 

underground is much more expensive.  Underground lines also have a life and do fail after 30-40 

years, pointing out that underground lines put in subdivisions in the 1970’s now have driveways, 

gazebos, landscaping, etc. that now have to be removed due to the failure of the underground line.  

When an outage occurs in an underground wire, it is much more difficult to find.  He likes to have 

the live wires where he can see them and avoid them. 

 

Mr. Frank Maybank commented on trimming/pruning done over the years on his property, stating 

they always ask, and he wants to make sure they are not going to butcher but trim.  Mr. Hall 

replied they are not landscapers – they are line service.  They will do their best to make sure it is 

aesthetically pleasing as possible, but that is not the main goal. The main goal is to make sure the 

wires are clear and safe.  Mr. George Striebich asked is someone is going to contact him before 

http://www.consumersenergy.com/forestry
http://www.arborday.org/
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they start cutting because he has x’s on all his trees.  Mr. Hall told Mr. Striebich to call the 

number on the door hanger, because he was not home.  Mr. Striebich stated he called the number 

but no one has contacted him, commenting he planted the spruce trees for a barrier from the road.  

Ms. Heather Butler stated if Mr. Striebich contacted them he will hear from them before they 

begin cutting.  Mr. Hall told Mr. Striebich that someone will be out to see him tomorrow.  Mr. 

Raymond Lofgren stated they probably have 2,000 to 10,000 shrubs and trees and have not been 

contacted, although the trees are marked.  He then stated there was a door hanger.  Mr. Lofgren 

then said there is a couple problems as the properties are owned by three different owners, of 

which some are based in Sarasota, Florida.  The properties are on Lighthouse Lane cutting across 

to Duncan Shore.  There is probably 1 ¼ mile of properties and is concerned.  Mr. Hall stated the 

property owner has a chance to move a tree if they desire and use it somewhere else.  Mr. Lofgren 

stated some areas that are vegetated over, now is a good time to cut it.  Heather Butler then asked 

for Mr. Lofgren’s telephone number to contact him.  

 

Clarence Roznowski asked if Heather Butler is the one doing the trees within the City.  She 

replied yes, but the number on the door hanger is for the planner.  Mr. Roznowski stated he owns 

the Great Lakes Tissue Plant and there is a whole row of trees to be taken out along the River 

bank, noting they have tried calling the Consumers number but no one calls back.  Mr. 

Roznowski stated he will talk to Ms. Butler after the meeting.  Mr. Hall thanked the Council. 

 

Mr. Tim Petrosky stated his role as Area Manager is to be a liaison between the City and 

Consumers Energy, noting they have met with City Manager Eustice on a couple of occasions.  

He stated City Manager Eustice has all his contact information if someone has a question, adding 

he will find an answer.  City Manager Eustice thanked Mr. Hall, Ms. Butler and Mr. Petrosky. 

 

Bills and Disbursements:  

 Prepaid Bills and Disbursements for the Month of December 2015. 

Mr. Ray Lofgren commented, with regard to the expense for Elk Run Landfill for WWTP sludge 

removal, he talked with DPW Director Karmol on this two months ago and also a gentleman from 

the DNR about receiving the sludge.  He feels DPW Director Karmol should have announced 

Lofgren was taking the sludge for a cost of what we paid Robiadek of about $7,000.00.  They 

were taking the sludge to their property just out of town and it would not have cost the taxpayers 

a dime, let alone 21,000 and some dollars.  Mr. Lofgren went on to state he was in the middle of 

negotiations with the DNR, and then all of a sudden the sludge that has been sitting there for 

probably four years is being bid out for removal in four weeks.  He stated the sludge material, 

would have been laid in their field 8 inches thick for three to four years and then sold, after being 

tested, and then worked back up with their dirt, selling for $20.00 per yard.  Mr. Lofgren thought 

the City only paid $7,000.00, but there was an additional $21,413.81 paid.  He does not 

understand why DPW Director Karmol did not say a word to Council or the City Manager 

regarding the Lofgren negotiation with the DNR.    

 

Councilman Temple asked why this happened.  City Manager Eustice stated the sludge needed to 

be moved because we were out of room.  He noted this is typically done in four to five year 

increments but it has been almost ten years.  It always costs us to take it to a landfill that takes 

this type of sludge, and there is always an option to sell it to the farmers, who can only take so 

much which requires only a certain percentage placed on the land and also requires approval from 
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the DEQ.  Mr. Lofgren commented there is a lot more sludge material over there, adding this is 

the second time for costly projects, mentioning the S. Huron Street repair about six months ago.   

 

Councilwoman Riddle stated since we have more sludge and we know it costs a lot of money to 

move the other, we now can be proactive in doing it in a fashion that would not cost the taxpayers 

more money.  We need to address a good way of doing the removal that does not cost the 

taxpayers.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture commented it sounds like there has been some discussions 

with DPW Director Karmol on this.  City Manager Eustice stated he really was not aware that Mr. 

Lofgren was still working on that.  Mr. Lofgren commented he disagrees with City Manager 

Eustice because if there was any conversation the book was closed real quickly because they were 

in the middle of the DNR negotiation.  City Manager Eustice asked if it was then still a 

possibility.  Mr. Lofgren replied absolutely.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture then requested that this be 

reopened to find out.  City Manager Eustice stated he will have DPW Director Karmol attend the 

next meeting to explain his position as to why it went this way. Councilwoman Riddle stated 

since there will be more material, to address it more appropriately in the future would probably be 

a good thing. 

 

Councilwoman Riddle moved to approve the prepaid bills and disbursements for the month of 

December 2015 in the amount of $540,146.77; supported by Councilman Temple.  A roll call 

vote was taken; motion carried unanimously.      

                                  

 Unpaid Bills and Disbursements for the Month of December 2015. 

Mrs. Trudy Lofgren inquired on the $2,000.00 expense to Dixon Engineering for the water tower 

inspection, asking what the results were and if everything is okay.  Clerk/Treasurer Kwiatkowski 

replied he got the billing on this a couple weeks ago and assumes DPW Director Karmol has 

received some type of report. City Manager Eustice stated it was both an interior and exterior 

inspection and the interior was okay, which is certainly the most critical part of the tower, noting 

the exterior of the tower needs to be painted, which they will look at painting this summer.     

 

Councilwoman Riddle moved to approve the unpaid bills and disbursements for the month of 

December 2015 in the amount of $25,576.87; supported by Councilwoman Kwiatkowski.  A roll 

call vote was taken; motion carried unanimously.   

 

Department, Board and Commission Reports: 

▪   Planning Commission Meeting, December 21, 2015 – City Manager Eustice commented 

there is a Planning Commission meeting on Monday, January 18, which should finalize their 

review of the new Zoning Ordinance; however, there stills needs to be a meeting with Mr. Dick 

Carlisle of Carlisle Wortman.  He is hopeful of getting this to Council sometime in February.  

The finishing of the City’s Master Plan will then follow.  City Manager Eustice then stated the 

Commission did vote to change the meeting time from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on the third 

Monday of each month. 

 

General Business: 

▪  Consideration of Resolution (Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, 

    Liquor Control Commission) for a New Small Distiller License at 100 N. Main Street –  

    LMV, LLC -  City Manager Eustice commented this is the former Kentucky Fried Chicken 

building and this Resolution is basically local government approval for LMV, LLC to be able to 
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apply for  small distiller liquor license.  This license, which is a little more strict, will give them 

the ability to distill liquors.  City Manager Eustice then informed Council and Clarence and Robin 

Roznowski are in attendance to answer any questions.   

 

Mr. Clarence Roznowski stated he thinks Cheboygan needs some attraction and reason to come to 

Cheboygan, adding he thinks the Brewery was a great addition, and thinks the next thing that is 

very, very common and growing quickly is distilleries.  They are not talking about an industrial 

site, but what he calls a boutique distillery.  They are talking about making liquors that are very, 

very specialized in extremely small batches of 5 to 10 gallons at a time and running a number of 

stills simultaneously.  It would be similar to a fudge shop where you actually see them making the 

fudge in the front window and selling it there.  They are not going into national production; it will 

look more like a science class lab rather than an industrial facility.  The process of doing this is 

not short and not easy.  It starts with the State licensing that includes the Council knowing about it 

and are in agreement with it; Federal licensing; incredibly taxed and overseen; and inspections 

from a number of government agencies.  Mr. Roznowski noted this will take a significant amount 

of time.  After they get through phase one and they get approval to go forward with it, they have 

to completely change the building around and make it extremely modern.  It will be a nice 

centerpiece for the community.  It will not be done this summer, but are hoping to get the 

licensing this summer, and start the Federal licensing.  It may be as much as three years to get the 

process and equipment together, architecture together, and all licenses.  Mr. Roznowski went on 

to state they acquired the building about two months ago and this is the current plan of what to do 

with it.  If it doesn’t work out they will go to plan “B”, but do not know what that is yet.  He feels 

this use would be a good fit for the community in that area.   

 

Councilwoman Riddle asked if the changes in the footprint for the building will begin this year.  

Mr. Roznowski stated he does not think the footprint will change at all, but noted changes to the 

façade, siding and windows.  He stated it does have facilities on site for storage.  Clerk/Treasurer 

Kwiatkowski asked what the distribution system is for those types of items.  Mr. Roznowski 

stated they are talking about a micro-facility – all will be sold on it, no distribution.  There will 

also be a tasting room on site.  Councilwoman Kwiatkowski asked if there will be a bottling line 

or the growler type. Mr. Roznowski replied it will be a bottling type and the operation will be 

very small.  City Manager Eustice asked if tours of the facility are still in the plan.  Mr. 

Roznowski replied yes.  City Manager Eustice then asked if their plan is only to distill rum.  Mr. 

Roznowski replied no, they will be making just about everything they can make, noting rum is the 

easiest liquor to distill as they can use all Michigan ingredients and focus on using sugar beets, 

adding it will be a 100% Michigan made rum.   

 

Councilwoman Kwiatkowski moved to recommend the Application by LWV, LLC for a New 

Small Distiller License at 100 N. Main Street; supported by Councilman Temple.  A roll call vote 

was taken; motion carried unanimously.   

 

Public Comments:  

Mr. Ray Lofgren stated he would like to address Council about the sludge removal, unless they 

want to do it at a different time.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture stated he definitely would like to hear 

more about what is going on, but would like to have DPW Director Karmol explain it, noting Mr., 

Lofgren’s input is definitely desired.  Mr. Lofgren stated he will be short, going on to state he is 

sure the DPW probably has a lot of work load.  He believes the taxpayers are paying the brunt of 
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work that is going out and some of it is unnecessary.  He stated his process with the DNR for this 

particular sludge begins with a visit to the site, etc.  He believes he was told that 2,000 yards at 

the north end was removed and there remains two-thirds or three-quarters more to haul. He 

opened the door because Mr. Bryan Lofgren said he didn’t have time to talk to DPW Director 

Karmol and a Mr. Wilson, he believes, from the DNR, so he made two contacts.  Then he needed 

to talk to DPW Director Karmol again, which he did.  Three weeks later the sludge was gone.  

Nothing was said to him or Bryan Lofgren.  Mr. Lofgren commented he thinks there is a lot of 

this going on that the Council is not aware of.  City Manager Eustice reiterated that he will have 

DPW Director Karmol attend the next Council meeting to address this issue.  Councilwoman 

Riddle stated it is always a good thing to reuse the material, noting the reuse of the sawdust pile.  

It is a process where you have to aware and plan for it, but it’s something that can be done.  

Mayor Pro Tem Couture stated it is his hope there are valid reasons, but we will figure it out. 

 

City Clerk/Treasurer’s Comments:  

▪  Audit Presentation – Clerk/Treasurer Kwiatkowski stated the Audit Presentation is scheduled 

for the next City Council meeting 

 ▪  2016 Elections – Clerk/Treasurer Kwiatkowski commented there are four elections this year – 

March Presidential Primary, May School Election, August Primary, and November General, 

including the Presidential and City Council.  He noted there will be three Council seats open and 

the Mayor’s seat.  He will get the deadline for turning in nominating petitions to Council.  

Clerk/Treasurer Kwiatkowski went on to state at the State level legislation was passed that if you 

have a local item on the ballot, 60 days out from the election to the day of the election there may 

be somewhat of a gag order on all public officials.  They are sorting this out in Lansing now, but 

as of right now if we had a project that we wanted to place on the ballot, due to a bond, from two 

months before the election up to the election we would not be able to speak to anyone about it or 

provide information.  Originally it was that you could not spend public monies, i.e. mass 

mailings, ads in the paper, etc., but with the new law you cannot even talk about it.  

Clerk/Treasurer Kwiatkowski informed Council he will keep them informed on this issue. 

 

City Manager’s Report: 

▪  Streetscape Lights & Pedestrian Footbridge – City Manager Eustice reported that 

Consumers Energy got the streetscape lights back on, which were out due to the Consumers pole 

that caught on fire in Washington Park for the third time.  The power was rerouted away from the 

pole.  There still is no power to the pedestrian footbridge or the elevators.  Consumers Energy 

engineers are working on how to correct the pole issue.  On August 2, when we had a lot of 

damage throughout the City from a wind storm, at which time the pole caught on fire, in addition 

to early Christmas Eve.  There is something wrong with their power source and until they get 

their engineering to figure out what that is, they are not repairing it.  It is down right now and may 

be down for several more weeks, and have even told him it may not be repaired until spring 

because the power that runs to the footbridge is underground and believe that entire wire is burnt.  

Councilman Temple asked if the bridge is shut down for the winter.  City Manager Eustice replied 

it is not, although it is not handicap accessible but you can walk across it.  The State says if there 

is an outage like that we can still allow pedestrians to go across it.  We could not purposely shut it 

down.  He added unfortunately due to the power outage on Christmas Eve several stores were not 

able to sell what they normally would sell and could not use credit card machines, although some 

stores stayed open.  He noted there are no overhead lights at the intersection because of the 

streetscape project, so that portion of downtown was very dark. 
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▪  Festival Square Ice Rink -  City Manager Eustice announced that the Parks & Recreation 

Department are building an ice rink in Festival Square.  It probably will not be usable until early 

next Monday. 
▪  Utility Committee Meeting/Projects - City Manager Eustice informed Council that last week 

a Utility Committee Meeting was held, noting Councilman Temple attended in place in 

Councilwoman Kwiatkowski who was not able to be there, as well as Councilwoman Riddle.  

They went through a lot of projects in the five-year and ten-year plans in the Water Reliability 

Study and over that ten years we have close to 8 million dollars of improvements that are 

recommended by the Study and the DEQ.  Part of this is the water tower, at nearly 2 million 

dollars.  We will try and get funding for a new tower from the USDA this year, with the actual 

project not occurring until 2017.  We need the capacity if we are going to grow and add 

businesses, especially manufacturing businesses.  The DEQ says we need at least 600,000 gallons 

above ground and we currently only have 500,000 gallons, and recommended a 300,000 gallon 

tank.  City Manager Eustice stated they are looking at putting up a 500,000 gallon tank.  The 

Committee will meet again in February with the USDA (Blake Smith) and DEQ (Brian Thurston) 

and discuss all of the funding options and what we need to do.   

▪  Port Purchase Agreement - City Manager Eustice stated the City’s Attorney for the Port 

Project, Steven Joppich, did respond to Bois Blanc Township in regards to their Purchase 

Agreement.  Mr. Joppich did edit it and took out what we considered to be unacceptable 

contingencies in the Agreement.  The attorney for Bois Blanc Township does have this from Mr. 

Joppich and we have not heard anything yet.  City Manager Eustice went on to state he is going to 

ask Mr. Joppich to contact the attorney for Bois Blanc Township, Mr. Cliff Bloom, and set a 

timeline.  He went on to state that Mayor Bronson, Councilman Lavender and himself met with 

Ryba last Monday, January 4, informing Council that Ryba has an offer in on some of the same 

property that the Township is interested in and Ryba would like an answer at some point.  They 

do not want to wait until spring.  City Manager Eustice stated he thinks the City owes Ryba an 

answer pretty soon, noting Ryba was going to bring a couple barges back here, but because of the 

weather they were not able to do that.  Ryba would like to buy property both for storage and 

future development.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture gave his personal opinion that as soon as we hear 

anything from the Township that a closed session Council meeting be held, with all members 

present, so that we can talk about this openly and find the direction that we really want to go and 

start to keep moving forward.  City Manager Eustice stated the meeting cannot be in closed 

session.  Closed session meetings can be held for land acquisitions, but as far as the sale of 

property any discussion has to be held in an open meeting.  Councilman Temple stated we really 

need to get a time limit on this.  City Manager Eustice reported that Kokosing/Durocher Marine is 

going to make an offer on property on the north end that will probably come in by the end of this 

week.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture commented there is other interest, too.  City Manager Eustice 

replied the U.S. Fish & Wildlife would like to buy 160 feet this year.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture 

stated the City should plan to meet with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife, as well, unless we know all the 

details of what they are looking for, to have this information available for full Council discussion 

so we can put together a plan and go with it.  City Manager Eustice commented a lot has changed 

since we owned the property.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture stated it was hard for anybody to be 

interested in it until they knew it is available. 

 

Mr. Ray Lofgren commented the U.S. Fish & Wildlife occupies City property.  Ryba is operating 

on City property.  If Durocher wants property, what is left of the Port.?  He then asked if revenue 
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is coming into the taxpayers from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife and Ryba.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture 

commented these are all valid pieces of information.   

  

Messages and Communications from Mayor Pro Tem and Council Members:  

▪  Sidewalk Clearing – W. Lincoln Avenue – Mayor Pro Tem Couture stated he drives school 

bus every day and does not know what the rules are for sidewalk clearing.  The sidewalk that goes 

to the middle school and high school areas is not passable and does not know whose 

responsibility it is.  If it is not the responsibility of the property owners, he truly thinks the City 

should clear it, as he feels it is not safe to walk on the street.  Councilman Temple commented the 

City clears from State Street, down “F” Street to East Side School, so we should be clearing the 

sidewalk to the high school.  Councilwoman Riddle asked if the John Deere used to clean 

sidewalks is used at its maximum.  City Manager Eustice replied probably not and the DPW is 

going to try and get a tractor into the hands of the Parks & Recreation Department to clear 

sidewalks.  The Parks & Recreation Department right now clears most of the sidewalks with hand 

snow blowers.  Mayor Pro Tem Couture stated the Lincoln Avenue sidewalk clearing needs to be 

pretty high on the priority list.  City Manager Eustice informed Council he will look into this.   

 

Adjournment:  

Councilman Temple moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.; supported by Councilwoman 

Kwiatkowski.  Motion carried unanimously.        

        

 

_________________________________                   _________________________________ 

Mayor Mark C. Bronson                                      Clerk/Treasurer Kenneth J. Kwiatkowski 

 

_________________________________              _________________________________ 

Councilman Joseph Lavender                Councilwoman Winifred L. Riddle                                                                  

                   

_________________________________                   _________________________________                 

Councilman Vaughn Temple                           Councilman Nathan H. King      

 

_________________________________              _________________________________ 

Mayor Pro Tem Nicholas C. Couture              Councilwoman Betty A. Kwiatkowski                


